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This fully updated Fifth Edition helps students understand and apply the theories and research

methods of the sociology of religion. While the authors cover the major theoretical paradigms of the

field and employ various middle-range theories to explore specific processes, they use the open

systems model as a single unifying framework to integrate the theories and enhance student

understanding. Throughout the book, the authors analyze the contributions and blind spots of each

theory and emphasize the relationship between research methods and findings.
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Ã¢â‚¬Å“Roberts and Yamane have written a book which has the clearest presentation of

sociological concepts of any sociology of relgion text I've read. It is comprehensive in scope, has a

clear, lively, and interesting writing style, and is sensitively presented in a "non-preachy"

way.Ã¢â‚¬Â• (Matthew Vos 2011-04-27)Ã¢â‚¬Å“I have looked at a number of other texts for an

introduction to the sociology of religion. Roberts continues to be the best one out there.Ã¢â‚¬Â•

(Samuel Inuwa Zalanga 2011-04-27)

Keith A. Roberts is Emeritus Professor of Sociology at Hanover College, a private liberal arts

college of about 1,100 students in Indiana. He has been teaching introductory sociology for more

than 30 years with a passion for active learning strategies and a focus on Ã¢â‚¬Å“deep

learningÃ¢â‚¬Â• by students that transforms the way they see the world. Prior to teaching at

Hanover, he taught at a 2-year regional campus of a large university. He has been active in the



teaching movement, writing on teaching and serving as a consultant to sociology departments

across the country in his capacity as a member of the American Sociological Association

Departmental Resources Group. He has written a very popular textbook in the sociology of religion,

has coauthored a book on writing in the undergraduate curriculum, and for 22 years ran an annual

workshop for high school sociology teachers. He has chaired the Selection Committee for the SAGE

Innovations and Professional Development Awards since the programÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s inception. He has

been honored for his teaching and teaching-related work at local, state, regional, and national

levels. The American Sociological AssociationÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Section on Teaching and Learning

awarded him the Hans O. Mauksch Award for Distinguished Contributions to Teaching of Sociology

in 2000. He was honored with the American Sociological AssociationÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Distinguished

Contributions to Teaching Award in 2010. In 2012, the North Central Sociological Association

awarded Keith the J. Milton Yinger Award for Distinguished Career in Sociology.David

YamaneÃ‚Â is professor of sociology at Wake Forest University. He has published in the sociology

of religion and in the scholarship of teaching and learning. He is completing a 4-year term as

Associate Editor of a leading journal in the field, the Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion. In

2007, he was chosen by Wake Forest students to receive the Kulynych Family Omicron Delta

Kappa Award for Contribution to Student Life.

I bought this for sociology of religion. Fantastic class. The book doesn't bash religion or favour a

particular religion ÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â€• in fact, it is written by two sociologists who are practising

Christians. But I wish the book didn't focus mainly on American Christianity, as I'm studying

comparative religions.

Good book

Excellent overview and depth analysis of religion.

I have written very few reviews.That being said, it is pretty funny that of the reviews I HAVE written,

my most glowing endorsement would be for a sociology textbook. Well, there it is.Roberts has

produced an edition that is amazingly well put-together, with few of the bumps and unnecessary

"interest peices" that only distract. The prose is clear and the material exactly what is needed for

comprehension. What started off as reading in preparation for lecture and response quickly became

reading for pleasure. While many other textbooks of this ilk magically manage to make an



interesting subject dry, unappealing and boring as a cup of cold coffee, this work stands head and

shoulders above the crowd.Even if you never take a Sociology course, you will benefit.

It was very helpful to school

This book contains everything one needs or should know about religion-very interesting. I used it for

a class at university.
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